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MYRTLE BEACH GOLF HALL OF FAME INDUCTS TWO INDUSTRY LEADERS WHO 
HELPED MYRTLE BEACH ATTRACT MILLIONS OF GOLFERS 
  
Buster Bryan Popularized The Golf Package, And Gary Schaal Attracted National 
Attention For Myrtle Beach As President Of The PGA Of America 
  
June 3, 2010, Myrtle Beach, S.C. — Representatives of Burroughs & Chapin Company, Inc. and 
Myrtle Beach Golf Holiday inducted two golf industry leaders into the Myrtle Beach Golf 
Hall of Fame during a ceremony at Pine Lakes Country Club today. The Hall of Fame was 
created in 2009 to honor the men and women who have played significant roles in all aspects 
of the Myrtle Beach area golf industry, including teaching, playing, course design, 
construction, marketing and administration.  
 
“The Myrtle Beach Golf Hall of Fame is a focal point for the rich golf history of Myrtle 
Beach,” said Bob Swezey, executive vice president of resort operations for Burroughs & 
Chapin Company, Inc. “From its physical location at the first golf course built in Myrtle 
Beach, we can reflect upon the area's role in growing both the sport and the economy of South 
Carolina. We can consider its links to course architect Robert White who went on to become 
the first president of the PGA of America, and we can envision all the future contributions yet 
to come.” 
  
The 2010 inductees were George W. “Buster” Bryan, one of the founding fathers of the Myrtle 
Beach golf package business, and Gary Schaal, a local and national golf industry leader for 
more than 30 years.   
 
Bryan, who passed away in 1969 at the age of 56, helped to transform Myrtle Beach from a 
sleepy beach town with a 3-month season into a year-round golf vacation destination. After 
building the Caravelle Hotel in 1959, Bryan and his business partner (and fellow Hall of 
Famer) Jim Hackler, started promoting Myrtle Beach golf packages. During the 1960s, Bryan 
created Myrtle Beach's first golf promotion group, Golf-o-tel, consisting of eight courses and 
eight hotels. The group bought advertising that took Myrtle Beach's golf message beyond the 



Carolinas and set the community on course to become a world-renowned golf vacation 
destination. 
 
“I personally think George W. Bryan was the father of golf in Myrtle Beach,” said W. Cecil 
Brandon, a 2009 inductee into the Myrtle Beach Golf Hall of Fame. “Buster was the first one 
who put up the money to promote Myrtle Beach golf packages and he inspired others to join 
together to promote golf. His efforts ended up creating new markets in new states and 
extending our tourist season to 12 months.” 
 
Bryan worked closely with another Hall of Famer, Jimmy D'Angelo, to attract the Golf 
Writers of America's annual championship tournament to Myrtle Beach. It remained an 
annual pre-Masters event for 50 years. Writers who attended the tournament wrote stories 
about the golf courses and packages in Myrtle Beach, and enthusiastically recommended the 
destination. Their support helped catapult Myrtle Beach into the national spotlight and 
spurred both the growth in the number of annual rounds played here and the number of golf 
courses built. 
 
Gary Schaal turned a big spotlight on Myrtle Beach golf when he was elected the 28th 
president of the PGA of America, the largest professional sports organization in the world.  
He served in that capacity from 1992 to 1993. 
 
Schaal began his career as an assistant golf pro in Myrtle Beach and became a member of the 
Carolinas PGA Section in 1976. He quickly became a head pro and, later, co-owner of several 
local golf courses. During the 1980s and early 1990s, he served the community and his 
profession as president of the Carolinas Section PGA and as a member of the PGA TOUR's 
Tournament Policy Board. Along the way, he was recognized with numerous awards, 
including the CPGA Horton Smith Trophy and CPGA Professional of the Year.  
 
A member of the Carolinas Golf Hall of Fame and a designated “living legend” through the 
PGA of America's “Legends of the PGA” Program, Schaal was inducted into the PGA Golf 
Professional Hall of Fame in 2005. 
 
“Gary has been instrumental in so many things in Myrtle Beach during his career that it's 
hard to list them all,” said Shelley P. Kenney, PGA head professional at Wachesaw Plantation 
Club where Schaal serves on the Board of Directors. “He was a founder of the Professional 
Golf Management Program at Coastal Carolina University. He helped bring the Senior PGA 
Tour Championship to Myrtle Beach. He helped to bring a Tournament Players Club (TPC) to 
Myrtle Beach. His name lends instant credibility to any project or golf event in Myrtle Beach 
and will continue to do so for many years to come.” 
  
The Myrtle Beach Golf Hall of Fame, which is located in the Hall of Fame Garden adjacent to 
the Pine Lakes clubhouse, recognizes individuals whose contributions to the Myrtle Beach 
golf industry have achieved historic significance. The seven-member Myrtle Beach Hall of 
Fame Board of Directors reviews membership nominations and selects the most qualified 
candidates. All seven major Grand Strand golf organizations are represented on the Board. 



 
Each inductee is memorialized with his or her own plaque near the Sports Illustrated 
monument that commemorates the birthplace of the magazine at Pine Lakes in 1954. Six 
inductees were honored in the inaugural year (2009).  
 

(more) 
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“The Hall of Fame ensures that the entire Myrtle Beach golf community will remember the 
individuals who made lasting impressions on our golf industry,” said Bill Golden, president 
of Myrtle Beach Golf Holiday. “For anyone who loves golf, it's a treat to stop by and spend 
some time in the garden looking at the memorials and learning about the people who have 
made Myrtle Beach the golf capital of the world.”   

 
About Myrtle Beach Golf Holiday  
 
Myrtle Beach Golf Holiday is a non-profit trade association of 77 championship golf courses, 
115 golf package providers and five golf schools in the Myrtle Beach, South Carolina area. 
Founded in 1967, the organization has been and continues to be the driving force behind the 
growth of the Myrtle Beach area golf market. The originator of the “Stay and Play Package,” 
Golf Holiday provides non-biased information about the area accommodations and golf 
courses to assist golfers in making the most informed decisions when planning for their next 
vacation.  
 
Golf Holiday also hosts seven events and tournaments annually to help grow the game of 
golf and attract golfers to the Grand Strand during slower times of year. In addition to 
hosting the Hootie & the Blowfish Monday After The Masters Celebrity Pro-Am Golf 
Tournament each spring, Golf Holiday also manages the PGA TOUR Superstore World 
Amateur Handicap Championship – the world's largest on-site golf tournament, the Summer 
Family Golf Tournaments, the Spring and Fall Palmetto High School Golf Championships, 
the Veterans Golf Classic and the FDNY 9-11 Memorial Golf Outing. For more information, 
call Myrtle Beach Golf Holiday at 1-800-833-8798 or visit GolfHoliday.com.  
  
About Burroughs & Chapin Company, Inc.  
 
Burroughs & Chapin’s residential developments include the award-winning Grande Dunes, a 
2,200-acre four-star community stretching from the Atlantic Ocean to west across the 
Intracoastal Waterway. Burroughs & Chapin has created numerous commercial 
developments offering national and regional name brand shopping. These include Broadway 
at the Beach – an award-winning 350-acre festival shopping, entertainment and dining 
complex surrounding the 22-acre Lake Broadway; Coastal Grand Mall, a one million square 
foot regional shopping mall joint ventured with CBL & Associates Properties of Chattanooga, 



Tenn.; Seaboard Commons; South Strand Commons; Arcadian Shores Commons; and many 
smaller “jewel box” centers.  
 
A leader in golf and vacation packages, Burroughs & Chapin’s Myrtle Beach Trips offers 
visitors to Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand the “one call” convenience of a direct 
connection to the most popular attractions in the area and packages them together in a variety 
of ways to suit different tastes and budgets. With one easy call to Myrtle Beach Trips at (888) 
539-8862, visitors can unlock all the thrills and excitement of many of America’s favorite 
family seaside destinations.  
  

(more) 
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Burroughs & Chapin Golf Management offers many of the finest 18-hole championship golf 
courses in Myrtle Beach, including Grande Dunes Resort Course, Pine Lakes Country Club, 
Myrtlewood Golf Club, Tidewater Golf Club and Plantation, Meadowlands Golf Club, 
Farmstead Golf Links and River Hills Golf Club. The management group also handles two 
Par 3 courses and five themed mini-golf courses.  
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